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At Revival 2007 in Cleveland, Ohio—an invitation by Reverend Kathleen Rolenz 

 

j{tà |á exä|ätÄ tÇw ã{ç á{ÉâÄw \ zÉRj{tà |á exä|ätÄ tÇw ã{ç á{ÉâÄw \ zÉRj{tà |á exä|ätÄ tÇw ã{ç á{ÉâÄw \ zÉRj{tà |á exä|ätÄ tÇw ã{ç á{ÉâÄw \ zÉR    
If you are receiving this newsletter, chances are you consider yourself a Christian 
Unitarian Universalist of some sort.  Perhaps you aren’t willing to call yourself a 
“Christian,” but are drawn to the teachings of Jesus and enjoy Bible study.  
Perhaps you are happy to discover that you didn’t have to abandon your 
Christian roots to become a Unitarian Universalist.  Maybe you just like 
good singing, excellent liturgy, intelligent discussions and an embracing 
fellowship.  Regardless of your reasons for coming to “Revival,” there will 
be something for everyone.   
 The first “Revival” was held in New Orleans in 1999 and has been 
held continuously, ever since.  It was born out of the need to have a 
relevant, passionate, and original relationship with both Christianity and 
Unitarian Universalism.  Keynote lectures have featured world-class 
theologians, preachers and Biblical scholars.  Worship is always an 
important component of “Revival”—whether through the healing touch of 
prayer, or the power of communion, or through rigorous discussion of a 
Bible passage—there is something for everyone.  You should consider attending 
because (a) it’s going to be fantastic and (b) there won’t be another one for about 
two years. 

g{Üxx ãÉÜwáM ]É{Ç WÉÅ|Ç|v VÜÉáátÇg{Üxx ãÉÜwáM ]É{Ç WÉÅ|Ç|v VÜÉáátÇg{Üxx ãÉÜwáM ]É{Ç WÉÅ|Ç|v VÜÉáátÇg{Üxx ãÉÜwáM ]É{Ç WÉÅ|Ç|v VÜÉáátÇ    
You can look up John Dominic Crossan on his web-site.  You can read all of his 18  
books, pour over his extensive curricula vitae, and watch him on The Discovery 
Channel—or, you can simply show up in Cleveland, OH from Thursday, 
November 1—Sunday, November 4 and hear him in person.  Then you can decide 
for yourself whether or not the program was worth the price of your plane ticket.   

j{tàËá axã tuÉâà exä|ätÄR  j{tà exÅt|Çá  à{x ftÅxRj{tàËá axã tuÉâà exä|ätÄR  j{tà exÅt|Çá  à{x ftÅxRj{tàËá axã tuÉâà exä|ätÄR  j{tà exÅt|Çá  à{x ftÅxRj{tàËá axã tuÉâà exä|ätÄR  j{tà exÅt|Çá  à{x ftÅxR    
Well, the Song (s) remain the same—some of them.  We’ll probably sing “Shall We 
Gather at the River,” and “I’ll Fly Away” at some point during the weekend.  Our 
music director, David Blazer, has been dreaming up Gregorian chant arrangements to 
be sung in our acoustically perfect newly built Rotunda.  We’ll offer a Taize service 
again, and, the Healing and Communion Services.  So, what’s new?  You—of course, 
and Lolly  . . .continued on page four. 
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E 
very year the Jewish community gathers in its greatest numbers for the 
beginning of the New Year, Rosh Hashashana. 
 

Every year the Rabbis are faced with an incredible challenge.  The 
first reading of the year is the troubling story of Abraham’s near sacrifice of 
Isaac, a story most would rather avoid and which UU’s generally do. 
 
But a few years ago I attended an interfaith Passover Seder.  The people at 
my table included six Muslims an American  Baptist and me.  It was 
powerful, soul trembling, to be sitting together listening to the tale of our 
common  history, as if we were family, cousins, hearing the old tale once 
again, which of course we were 
 
We spoke over dinner of our common stories and the troubling one about 
Abraham’s near sacrifice of Isaac came up – only much to my surprise, 
while they knew the story, they knew it differently.  In the story in the 
Koran it is Ishmael, the progenitor of their people who was nearly sacrificed 
by Abraham. 
 
I have never forgotten that – that such a troubling story should have made it 
into not one, but two of our scriptures, and in a non-trivial way. 
 
So, as we are once again in the Days of Awe,  the time for each person’s  
reconciliation with others and with God, my mind and heart turn to 
Abraham and his near sacrifice of his son.  And I wonder, as you may 
wonder, why this story is so important; what is its message and claim upon 
us? 
 
We, human beings, are creators.  We love to create, and we love our created 
things.  If there is anything that draws us to idolatry, it is the appeal, the 
seduction of that which we have created and to which we give our hearts. 
 
Isaac, or Ishmael, were Abraham’s creations, his sons,  to whom he had 
given his heart.  The seduction of placing his trust and his sense of purpose 
in his sons, rather than in the larger call of God was challenged.  For truly 
Abraham did not create his sons, but God working through him.  It is to 
God that our trust and allegiance belong, and not to the things which were 
created through us. 
 
I find this a timely and challenging reminder at this beginning of the new 
church year.  The church, the family, the UUCF are creations made through 
us, by the grace of the Spirit.  They carry stories and windows into the holy, 
and through them breathes the eternal Spirit of Life.  But eternal they are 
not,  and we are wise to be reminded of the danger and the folly of idolizing 
our created things/ 
 
Sometimes we will be asked to sacrifice, to dismantle, or rearrange those 
created vessels, and sometimes it is terrifying when it happens.  But always 
it is God who is in charge, and from whose hands the true and full creative 
power flows. 
     Blessings in the days ahead,  Anita 
  

In the Days of Awe 
By UUCF President, Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson 
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W 
ith the upcoming UUCF Revival focus 
on Paul, this is a good time to be 
reminded that although the latest 
scholarship and new perspective on The 

Apostle Paul may be unfamiliar to many in the UU 
movement (and Christianity and others too), Paul is not 
a stranger in Unitarian Universalist history 

Begin with Origen, that early third century teacher, 
church leader, promoter of universal salvation, whose 
ideas later became heresy, and who based much of his 
beliefs on his understanding of Paul. In the recent book 
"Romans in Full Circle" (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2005), Mark Reasoner calls Origen the "hero of the 
book" for foreshadowing so much of what now becomes 
the "new" perspective on Paul.  

So centuries later did the preachers 
in the Universalist Church of America 
shape their theology, as do 
contemporary Christian Universalists, 
especially on passages in Paul such 
as “as in Adam all died, so in Christ all shall be made 
alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22).  

In the Unitarian side, in 1819, the Rev. William 
Ellery Channing preached his famous Baltimore Sermon 
called Unitarian Christianity crystallizing a movement 
that in 1825 became the American Unitarian 
Association. His sermon was based on a text from Paul’s 
First Letter to the Thessalonians: “Test all things. Hold 
fast to that which is good.”  

Later another famous sermon based on a Paul text 
was delivered at a pivotal national Unitarian assembly in 
1870, by the Rev. William Greenleaf Eliot of St. 
Louis.  Eliot’s sermon, called Christ and Liberty, grew 
from the Second Letter to the Corinthians where Paul 
says “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty.” 
Freedom and God, to Unitarians, always go together. 
Where there is one, there will be the other.  

Many a Unitarian sermon has also been based on 
Paul’s admonition in Romans that “we be transformed 
by the renewal of our minds.” If we are accused of being 
too much in our heads, as we rightly often are, just say 
we have Paul to blame—that should confound our 
critics.  

And there was too the Unitarian minister Rev. 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones of the Mid-West and Chicago area 
in the 1800s who was known as “the St. Paul of 
Unitarianism” for his liberal evangelical zeal in church 
starting.  

In the post-World War Two era, Unitarian minister A. 
Powell Davies of Washington, D.C. wrote a popular and 
fairly radical for its times book about St. Paul called “The 
First Christian.” Radical because if Paul were the first 
Christian that meant Jesus wasn’t, and the full Jewishness 
of Jesus was news at the time. Davies was part of the 
mainstream of the "old perspective" on Paul though in this 
regard, for the new perspective champions Paul's own 
Jewishness, as Davies did with Jesus. By “first Christian” 
Davies really meant "founder of Christian religion as it 
became" since there were obviously earlier followers of 
Jesus than Paul.  

By the mid-1980s, however, as the New Perspective 
was still in its embryonic stage, things were beginning to 

change. And the Unitarian 
Universalist Christian Fellowship 
published an essay by a United 
Church of Christ seminary professor 
which was called “Paul for Unitarian 
Universalists” stressing Paul’s 

monotheism and faith in universal salvation.   
Hear these words from the noted scholars of American 

religion, Sydney Ahlstrom and Jonathan Carey, writing 
in "An American Reformation: A Documentary History of 
Unitarian Christianity": "No serious treatment of Christian 
doctrine can evade the problem of dealing with St. Paul, 
and Unitarians attempted no evasion. They agreed with St. 
Augustine and Luther that the Epistles were veriest gospel 
and that in them were to be found the great truths of 
justification and sanctification, faith and love, human 
nature and human destiny. Paul was, indeed, a chief source 
of inspiration, and far from arguing that he had altered, or 
worse yet corrupted, the message of the Gospels, they 
found in him the verification for all their central 
convictions." (p. 277).  

Paul is quite a holistic spiritual thinker whose 
messages echo in much of contemporary religion.  For a 
covenantal faith tradition such as ours, Paul is a good 
guide. He says no part of our selves, or our societies, can 
stand alone or be given priority. We need one another, 
especially those parts that are the most neglected, 
oppressed. That we each have special gifts to be nurtured 
and differences respected even as we make up one body, 
one people.  What’s more free church than that? Even 
more, to times then and now when people were kept apart 
by racial and ethnic and gender and class divides, Paul not 
only preached that one’s ultimate identity was neither 
slave nor free, male nor female, Greek nor Jew, Roman 

Who Needs Paul?     A sermon offered by Rev. Ron Robinson 

Executive Director of the Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship 

Why is it, for liberals: 

Jesus Good, Paul Bad? 
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j{ÉËá _ÉÄÄçRj{ÉËá _ÉÄÄçRj{ÉËá _ÉÄÄçRj{ÉËá _ÉÄÄçR    
Lolly the Trolley is an open-air (with window flaps in case of inclement 
weather) tour bus that will be available for touring on Friday afternoon.  We 
can take you to the famous M. Pei building that houses Cleveland’s Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, or take you on a tour of Cleveland’s fine Botanical 
Gardens.  Or, how about strolling through “The Emerald Necklace,” 
Cleveland’s Metroparks system—miles of beautiful paved trails underneath 
a cathedral of ancient trees?  If you’re not the outdoorsy type, then consider 
staying at the church and helping us bag groceries for the local food bank.  
You’ll meet some of the most amazing women from West Shore who have 
fed thousands of people through their work at the food bank. 

j{tà tuÉâà jÉÜá{|ÑR fÅtÄÄ ZÜÉâÑáR  jÉÜ~á{ÉÑáR   j{tà tuÉâà jÉÜá{|ÑR fÅtÄÄ ZÜÉâÑáR  jÉÜ~á{ÉÑáR   j{tà tuÉâà jÉÜá{|ÑR fÅtÄÄ ZÜÉâÑáR  jÉÜ~á{ÉÑáR   j{tà tuÉâà jÉÜá{|ÑR fÅtÄÄ ZÜÉâÑáR  jÉÜ~á{ÉÑáR       
Worship has always been at the heart and soul of every Revival, and this one is no exception.  
Opening Worship will be an energetic worship experience with live musicians on hand to help us 
start the weekend off right.  Each day will feature a different style of worship—Taize and Gregorian 
Chanting, our annual hymn sing (with hymnals designed just for Revival!) a traditional Communion 
Service, as well as the Service of Healing held on Saturday night.  West Shore’s music director is 
excited about bringing his diverse musical ideas to our gathering. 
 As of this writing, the small groups and workshops are being planned.  You can bet there 
will be small group discussion on certain passages by the Apostle Paul.  There will be opportunities 
to attend workshops on any number of topics—watch the website for more information and updates 
about workshop offerings. 

j|ÄÄ à{xÜx ux tÇç vÉÇÇxvà|ÉÇ àÉ à{x ÄÉvtÄ v{âÜv{ R zÜÉâÑáRj|ÄÄ à{xÜx ux tÇç vÉÇÇxvà|ÉÇ àÉ à{x ÄÉvtÄ v{âÜv{ R zÜÉâÑáRj|ÄÄ à{xÜx ux tÇç vÉÇÇxvà|ÉÇ àÉ à{x ÄÉvtÄ v{âÜv{ R zÜÉâÑáRj|ÄÄ à{xÜx ux tÇç vÉÇÇxvà|ÉÇ àÉ à{x ÄÉvtÄ v{âÜv{ R zÜÉâÑáR    
The members of the UUCF group at West Shore are excited about hosting you.  The HAFA Group 
(Humanists, Atheists, Free-Thinkers and Agnostics have graciously agreed to host Friday’s lunch 
and are looking forward to it!  At West Shore, we really do believe the maxim by Francis David 
“We need not think alike to love alike,” and having the UU Christians and UU Humanists, Atheists, 
Free-Thinkers and Agnostics sit together at a common table is an embodied expression of that 
sentiment!  And finally, co-chairs Candace Rich and Kathleen Rolenz are inviting you to our homes 
for dessert after dinner on Saturday night for de-caf, tea, dessert & conversation.  
h{AAAVÄxäxÄtÇwAAAaÉäxÅuxÜR  h{AAAVÄxäxÄtÇwAAAaÉäxÅuxÜR  h{AAAVÄxäxÄtÇwAAAaÉäxÅuxÜR  h{AAAVÄxäxÄtÇwAAAaÉäxÅuxÜR      
The first of November in Cleveland is picture perfect.  The trees are still clinging to their gorgeous 
red, gold, blonde and maroon leaves.  The sun shines.  It’s chilly, but not freezing.  Rarely is there 
snow in November.  It’s a lovely place to be.  Besides all of that—you’ll be with like minded 
women and men who are excited to share God’s love and spirit with you. 
 

f|zÇ `x hÑ4  j{tàËá axåàRf|zÇ `x hÑ4  j{tàËá axåàRf|zÇ `x hÑ4  j{tàËá axåàRf|zÇ `x hÑ4  j{tàËá axåàR    
First, register by October 1st to avoid the late registration fee.  You can register on-line at 
www.uuchristian.org/revival or, you can request a form or brochure be sent to you 
(Kathleen.rolenz@gmail.com) OR you can send your registration directly to Rev. Ron Robinson 
(check payable to UUCF) at P.O. Box 6702, Turley, OK  74156.  Please make sure you fill out your 
registration form completely.  Book your airline ticket or get your car serviced...decide on a hotel 
room (also available on-line) and get set for a weekend of fun, fellowship and scholarly pursuits.  
Looking forward to seeing you at Revival 2007, in Cleveland, OH, November 1—4, 2007, West 
Shore UU Church, Rocky River. 
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Newsletter seeks editor 
Kathleen Rolenz, editor of The Good News since 2004, is stepping down as editor as of January 2008.  Kathleen Rolenz 
writes “I have loved every minute of being the Editor of the Good News.  I especially have appreciated the wonderful 
support and feedback I’ve received from our readers.  However, I believe all institutions we serve benefit from a rotation 

of leadership, and I am resigning my position as Good News editor as of January 2008.  Having a new editor will bring 

a fresh perspective on the content of The Good News.  I am willing to train any person who has some knowledge of and 

experience with either Publisher, QuarkExpress or other similar desktop publishing software.  I’m grateful to the Board 

of Trustees for their confidence in my abilities and look forward to serving our movement in other areas. “  
 Please contact Rev. Ron Robinson for more information about what the position of editor entails, and feel free to 
contact Kathleen Rolenz as well. 
 

UUCF Board to Discuss Independent Affiliate Status 
At the June 2007 meeting of the UUA Board of Trustees, Board members voted not to grant the Unitarian Universalist 
Christian Fellowship Independent Affiliate Status.  There has been much on-line conversation and discussion about what 
this means and the ramifications of this decision for the UU Christian Fellowship Group’s access to resources, 
particularly at General Assembly (i.e., workshop slots).  The UUCF Board will be holding a special meeting to discuss 
our next steps.  Any official action or decision taken by the UUCF Board of Trustees will be announced in the 
November/December issue of Shorelines and on the UUCF website.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 

New Web Design Underway 
Executive Director Rev. Ron Robinson has employed the services of CyberLoom, an independent web-design firm, to 
redesign the UUCF website.  Thanks to a grant from an anonymous donor, Rev Robinson, working with design 
consultant Kelly Ratliff of Evergreen, Colorado as well as others on the UUCF web-design working group, will 
completely overhaul our existing website.  Features on the new website will include on-line dues payment, registration 
forms for future Revivals, access to the UUCF library, archive copies of previous Good News—and many, many more 
possibilities!  If you have specific questions about the new website, or ideas about contact, please contact Rev. Ron 
Robinson at revronrobinson@aol.com—soon!  Design is already underway.  
 

UUCF Executive Team to Conduct Exec. Director Review 
During the month of October 2007, the Executive Team will be engaged in an extensive review of our Executive 
Director, Rev. Ron Robinson.  The Executive Team will review Rev. Robinson’s stated goals for the 2006-2007 year and 
compare those goals with markers of success and progress.  At the same time, the Executive Team will consider Rev. 
Robinson’s goals for the 2007-2008 year and receive Rev. Robinson’s critique and analysis of how well the Exec and the 
Board function towards our stated mission, vision and goals for the future of UUCF.  A summary of the review process 
will be published in the Nov/Dec issue of The Good News, as well as available upon request from President Anita 
Farber-Robertson.  If you would like to offer your input, please put it in writing to President Farber-Robertson at 
anitafr@comcast.net.  Deadline for receiving input is October 1st.  
 

Prayer Retreat with Reverend Carl Scovel 
It’s not too early to begin planning to attend a fall retreat with Reverend Carl Scovel at Glastonbury Abbey in Hingham, 
MA on the weekend of Friday evening, October the 26th, through lunch on Sunday the 28th. The theme of the 
retreat will be “What Jesus Can Teach Us About Prayer,” The cost of the retreat will be approximately $120.  If you 
have questions, please contact: The Rev. Carl Scovel, 36 Hampstead Road, Jamaica Plain MA 02130 
carlscovel@comcast.net.   

Good News from UUCF 
What’s been happening in the Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship 
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nor barbarian, but he had the commitment to try the 
messy job of creating human communities of faith in that 
Truth.  

So, why in the world, in Garry Wills words in his 
new book ("What Paul Meant"), does such a one with 
such Good News to share, have such a bad rap, be seen as 
the Bad News Man, especially among those liberal 
thinkers who should most be in his camp, and he in 
theirs? Why is it, for liberals: Jesus Good, Paul Bad? 
Because we bought into the Old Perspective of Paul, the 
one shaped by Augustine and Martin Luther and the 
Empire ways of Christendom  (blessed be much of what 
they wrought, by the way, except for when it comes to 
basing doctrine on Paul.) What they found good in Paul 
we found bad and so we looked no further. We 
left the field. If we used Paul at all, and even 
there perhaps grudgingly, it was to use his love 
song for wedding ceremonies---faith hope and 
love these three, but the greatest of these is 
love. And even there, I swear, I bet some 
listeners today in our unchurched culture will 
think we are quoting not Paul of Tarsus but 
Paul of McCartney.  
     But now the new/original perspective on 
Paul, divergent and still forming as it is, is 
becoming Bad news for the fundamentalist, the 
doctrinaire, the biblical literalist and 
traditionalist who is finding out what true 
literalism and tradition means. For the new 
perspective is going deeper than ever in order to reclaim 
and uncover the authentic Paul who is still one of the 
most revolutionary religious figures of all time.  

Biblical scholar John Dominic Crossan actually 
shows us this kind of uncovering on the cover of his 
recent book “In Search of Paul: How Jesus’s Apostle 
Opposed Rome’s Empire with God’s Kingdom.” There 
he depicts a fresco from the sixth century in Turkey. It 
shows the Apostle Paul and a mirror image of a woman 
apostle named Thecla; they have equal stature and 
standing and poses. Originally they would have been seen 
as equals. However, in later centuries someone has 
vandalized the eyes and upraised hand of Thecla in an 
attempt to make her seem less important. That 
symbolically is what the Old Perspective on Paul did too, 
and ironically, and wrongly, what Paul has in the past 
been accused of doing to Jesus' message.  

The New Perspective on Paul, based on a 
rereading and retranslation in some key parts of the seven 
authentic letters of Paul (1st Thess., 1st and 2nd Corinth, 
Philippians, Philemon, Galatians and Romans) maintains 
Paul's Jewishness and that he was a Jewish Apostle to the 
Gentiles, did not mean to found a new religion, did not 

convert from one religion to another. He came to a new 
and powerful  understanding that in and through 
Jesus, in rewarding Jesus’ faithful life by raising him 
from the dead, God had started what Crossan calls 
God’s “great clean-up” of the evils of the age.  Soon, 
for Paul, the full Messianic age of justice and liberation 
would take place. Because of that, we must act 
differently in the here and now. Many Jews then and 
now, of course, didn’t agree with Paul and the other 
Jews about what should constitute the mainstream of 
Judaism. But there were many streams of it in Paul’s 
time; his was on the margin, but connected. 

This example of a stance in the margins has 
become even more an example for our own times. As a 

Christian in UUism I know it well (too 
Christian or not Christian enough, too UU 
or not UU enough, depending on whom I 
am with), but I am not alone; progressive 
or liberal faith is often depicted as a faith 
of the third way, mediating between the 
worlds of religious insights and the worlds 
of secular insights, all for the good of the 
one world in which all dwell. Scholars 
believe Paul's theological richness comes 
in part because he moved "in the margins" 
and so can ours today. 
Paul says salvation has already come to 
the Jews, through the gift of the covenant 
and Torah; by “Christing” Jesus, God does 

not take that away. God extends the gift to others. 
Instead, through following Jesus’ faithfulness, Gentiles 
become a part of God’s covenant people.  Paul is not an 
early kind of tele-evangelist concerned with individual 
souls. He is always focused on the cosmic and on 
whole communities and social justice and God’s 
ridding the earth of the oppressive powers and 
principalities, the Caesers. When he talks about the new 
age coming, it is nothing like the Left Behind Rapture 
Myth where what you merely profess to believe 
determines whether or not you are spirited out of your 
body and off to some other-world. For Paul, the 
Messiah’s return will usher in a new world of peace 
and justice here for all, and those who have died 
already will be a part of a general spiritual bodily 
raising up to life again, as God had shown in the 
example of Jesus. Paul, as Crossan points out in his 
latest work, is opposed to the Platonic worldview of 
abstract disembodied perfection and the immortality of 
the soul in a nether region. 
      Paul is a counter-cultural figure indeed. For what 
could be in the world’s eyes, then and unfortunately 
now, less a symbol and source of the divine, the Good, 
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than a poor rural Jewish radical criminal executed by 
the State, hung on the cross with the intent to shame 
him and his followers 
and to expose the 
weakness and failure 
and helplessness and 
the end to all which 
that life pointed. But 
Paul says what the 
world finds foolish, 
God finds wise; what 
the world finds wise, 
God finds foolish. It is 
in our very 
helplessness and 
isolation that the God 
of transformation is 
present. In that way, 
the Left Behind folks 
with their emphasis on violence and victory, are more 
followers of Ceaser than of the Christ. In this way Paul 
has also taken the lessons of Jesus’ parables about a 
God similarly turned upside down and inside out, and 
Paul, from his experience, has made a parable for 
others out of what God has done with Jesus.  
         So Paul is not the perverter of Jesus’ 
message, but its promoter to others in different 
settings who might not ever have encountered it. 
Contrary to what is depicted in later English 
translations, Paul is not substituting Jesus’ focus on 
right living for correct belief in Jesus as an object 
of faith. And he is not making a duality out of faith 
and works. The new and improved and more 
independent translations and readings of Paul paint 
a different picture. For him what’s important is 
how the faithfulness of Jesus in living a divine 
mission in alignment with God’s liberating 
mission, even in the face of Empire power and the 
cross, was rewarded by God. And so all who live 
likewise with similar trusting will be rewarded. Do 
you get how radical and foundation-shaking the new 
Paul Perspective is, especially for faiths, personal or 
communal, built on the shaky sands of salvation by 
creedalism alone?.  
         But what of Paul and women, Paul and 
homosexuality, Paul and slavery? Paul was influenced 
by two things: one was certainly his immediate time 
and context and cultural understandings and the 
controversies then; he was, surprise, a finite human 
being; the other was his conviction that all of that was 
about to be changed and righted by God very soon and 

so don’t get diverted by the deeper mission of letting 
people see how those in Christ, in the new reality, lived and 
cared for one another as God did. In Paul’s authentic 
letters we see him fully working with many women as 
leaders, having no problem with them speaking as long as 
they wore headcovers as was the custom, saying that wives 
should be subject to husbands but also that husbands should 
be subject to wives. The evidence is so overwhelming that 
scholars believe the one place in the authentic letters where 
Paul says women in the assemblies should be silent is likely 
a scribal insertion from the later times to tame Paul’s 
radical message. Slavery is a similar issue. Paul assumes it 
as a given in the outside world but says that in the 
communities it doesn’t exist because it doesn’t exist for 
God, and says that in the outside world followers should 
treat slaves with respect. And Paul doesn’t know something 
called homosexuality, as a human condition, as we know it 
today. For him it is a practice associated with the power 
imbalances of the dominant Gentile culture full of sexual 
violence and of extreme urges that reflected an idolatry of 
passions toward the self and away from God. Just as for 
Paul Gentiles didn’t have to take on certain ethnic practices 
of Jews to be a part of the covenant with the God of Israel, 

he did want them to give up 
certain practices reflective of 
their own culture. 
Paul is not the inventor of the 
theology of depravity and 
original sin and the vicarious 
atonement of Jesus’s death on the 
cross to take away those sins for 
all who believe in Jesus as part of 
the Trinity of God Himself. It 
took us centuries of fallibility and 
the Church becoming one and the 
same with the Empire and State 
for that to take hold. That and 
misunderstanding Paul. For one, 
remember that Paul doesn’t have 
individuals in mind. He had more 

an approach of inevitable sin, that all the world is out of 
alignment, and that God had begun with Jesus to bring it 
into alignment, to justify it, the way lines of type are said to 
be justified.  Paul is not Mel Gibson either. Jesus’ death on 
the cross is never seen by Paul as a final or ultimate act, but 
always as act two with the third act being the raising up to 
life again by God.  
 Crossan is right when he talks about how Paul sees 
Jesus’ life and his death, stemming from that life, as like 
that of a firefighter who ends up giving up his life, 
sacrificing it, making it sacred, to save another because that 
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“...If we used Paul at all, 

and even there perhaps 

grudgingly, it was to use 

his love song for wedding 

ceremonies---faith hope 

and love these three, but 

the greatest of these is 

love. And even there, I 

swear, I bet some listeners 

today in our unchurched 

culture will think we are 

quoting not Paul of Tarsus 

but Paul of McCartney…” 
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is his mission, how we treat all life as sacred.  It isn’t 
the horribleness of the death in a fire that makes it a 
special sacrifice, either, and we wouldn’t say the 
firefighter is taking the place of someone else who has 
been destined otherwise to die in the fire. Later 
theology, not Paul, makes that abusive theological 
move. No, the death 
happened because of the 
way the firefighter chose to 
live his life, to what he was 
ultimately faithful, and 
while all life is sacred, in 
staying ultimately faithful to 
his life and mission, the 
firefighter gained a 
particular kind of 
sacredness. When Paul says 
Jesus died “for us” he meant 
not “in place of” but “on 
behalf of.” And specifically 
on behalf of the Gentiles, 
who through this action and the coming new age would 
be a part of the transformed world.  In trying to make 
sense of what didn’t make sense--a crucified Messiah--
Paul comes to understand that by God joining with us 
in our suffering at our most terrible moments the 
Messiah’s power would actually grow and extend to 
all. For Paul, because God through the life, death, and 
raising of Jesus participated in humanity, Gentiles 
would be able to participate in everlasting relationship 
with God, just as through the Creation and the Torah 
Jews participated in God’s everlasting relationship.  

So that is Paul then. What does that have to do 
with the 21st century? Paul and his communities existed 
before Christendom, and now we and ours exist after 
Christendom. We have pluralistic unchurched culture 
not seen since the crossroads of the Middle East in the 
first century, roads Paul journeyed alongside. Religions 

compete for attention and commitment in the world today 
in ways not experienced until you go back to the days 
before the Emperor Constantine, to the days of Paul. Then 
Paul sought to find and serve a counter-cultural God of 
liberation in the omnipresent and oppressive Roman 
Empire, and to build communities based on values opposite 

of its dominant 
culture.  Today we struggle to 
shape spiritual faith and 
communities in the midst of 
and often against the reach of 
the dehumanizing aspects of 
what is becoming known as 
the American Empire, 
especially since the fall of 
communism left it as the 
single largest influence in 
ways not known since the 
Romans. Against the 
American Empire super-sized 
values of over-consumption, 

over-indulgence, over-control, fear, apathy, despair, 
addictions of all kinds, and immersion in Spectacle, 
Fantasy, and Distraction, how do people of faith respond? 
Through the new perspectives on Jesus and now on 
Paul, we can see a response has worked before, how there 
is power in reimaging our world and our lives, changing 
our default modes of what is ultimately of value and worth. 
Paul’s perspective particularly calls us in this century to 
change our default mode of what it means to be a 
transformed upside down and inside out church in order to 
be able to be effective in continuing transformation of our 
new era and helping people initiate such transformation in 
their lives and their families and their workplaces and 
neighborhoods.   
The spirit of Paul itself is being raised to life again. And, as 
we have been through the centuries, those in the liberal 
tradition continue to be a part of the Pauline resurrection. 


