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"Witnessing the Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit in our Lives" 

The following is an excerpted version of 
This sermon was preached at the 
Unitarian Universalist Communion 
Service, at the General Assembly, held at 
Ft. Lauderdale in June 2008.  Reverend 
Ellis is past president of the Unitarian 
Universalist Christian Fellowship. 
 
Gospel:  This afternoon’s gospel is taken 
from what is known as the final discourse 
– Jesus last instruction to his disciples as 
they gathered at the last supper, according 
to the gospel of John.  I am reading 
excerpts from Chapter 15. 
 
Benediction:   Let us close as we opened 
– going from this place remembering “A 
new commandment I give you this day, 
that you love one another.  Amen 
Two weeks ago, as I was beginning to 
focus on this sermon, I was on an eight 
day silent retreat at my favorite Jesuit 
retreat center in Gloucester, Ma.  This 
was the site of my 30 day retreat doing 
the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. In 
the Exercises we are encouraged to make 
full use of imagination as a way for the 
Spirit to be revealed within us - and 
without - as a part of the transformation 
that occurs through these weeks of prayer 
as one determines (or not) to become a 
full fledged disciple of Jesus - freely 
choosing in the spirit to follow Jesus.  
Imagination is encouraged to transcend 
limits and boundaries – most often in 
getting to know Jesus by using the 
imagination to enter right into the story – 
to be right there, to see and hear and 
watch and feel - and bring your own 
unique experience to the story, using all 
of your senses and gifts to understand it. 
Remembering this experience,  I decided 
to invite you to join with me in this spirit 
of imagination, here at this communion 
service of the UU Christian Fellowship 
with its wonderful new logo, tag line and 
web site – let’s freely follow Jesus by 
remembering his last supper. 
 
Let us imagine what that last supper was 
like for Jesus – this fully human, prophet, 
teacher, man, human being, revolutionary 
peasant, carpenter, wise man, friend.  
Fully human - a man in love with the 
world, in love with the birds and lilies of 
the field and the lake and the storms, with 
women and men, with children, and fully, 
totally, wrapped up and in love with God.  
Imagine him there, in love with friends, 

companions, with the earth, and in love 
with the Creator of it all whom he called 
Dad, Papa, Abba. 
 
I can imagine what it was like for Jesus at 
that last supper.  Fully human- and at the 
same time filled with eternal 

understanding, divine essence, divine 
being – filled with God’s Spirit, and yet 
fully human with every ache and pain and 
fear and sorrow, loss and laughter and 
humor and love.  What that must have 
been like for him, for Jesus, at that last 
supper? 
 
We hear about that last meal from 
different gospel writers, story tellers, 
rememberers, visionaries and they tell it 
differently of course.  But, they all 
remember that Jesus gathered with his 
disciples, his followers, his beloved 
community.  They gathered with Jesus for 
a Passover meal – the twelve named 
apostles, and others of the disciples.  
There were  women, of course, and I 
imagine there were children too – perhaps 
babies carried on hips or in slings.   The 
little ones probably ran around like they 
do at gatherings. There was beloved 
community there at the last supper. 
 
I can imagine what that was like for Jesus.  
Imagine with me - he knew in his heart, 
there among these women and men whom 
he loved so much, that it was the last 
supper with them.  He understood that it 
was, in all probability, over for him.  Oh, 
he hoped it was not – at one point he 
begged God that the cup would pass him 
by – but, he knew it his heart it was the 

end of this relationship with those whom 
he loved so much. He had tried his best – 
so hard, he had tried – to bring the truth, 
the truth of God’s creation, God’s 
steadfast joyful, never-ending, always 
forgiving, always creating love.  He had 
tried his best, his best to embody that 
Love –  that love that heals, that feeds, 
that instructs and leads, that forgives – 
and creates again – momently, always, 
creating in  Love.  He had tried his best to 
teach, to instruct, to show them the way to 
compassion and generosity and justice 
and true freedom. 
 
And now, in all likelihood, it was the end 
and he would leave them.  His heart was 
breaking, his love overflowing.  He had 
confidence in the Holy Mystery he called 
Abba – he had faith to endure what he 
would have to endure, but now he was 
among those he loved for the last time. 
Amidst what must have been an intensity 
of grief and fear, of love and loss, and of 
faith and even hope – he must also have 
wondered … “Have I left them enough!?  
What will happen to them now?”  Oh, he 
knew what would happen in the short 
term - he would be betrayed by one, 
denied by another, abandoned by some, 
and faithfully attended by others.  But, 
after these short term dramatic events, 
what would become of them in the longer 
run?  Did they have enough of the truth.  
Did they get it? 
Could he teach them still?  What wisdom 
would he leave with them – these who 
would now have to embody this truth - 
these beloved friends, these flawed but 
hope-filled friends, these frightened, but 
devoted friends.  They would now have to 
embody and be this divine truth in the 
world, for he all probability he would 
leave the world. 
 
According to the gospel writer, John, and 
the memories of that community , Jesus 
gave a long final discourse.  John 
described that after washing the feet of his 
disciples, and instructing them to wash 
one another’s feet, (a very physical and 
embodied action, a touching, physically 
relating action ) – he then became quite 
intellectual as he attempted to summarize 
the truth of his life and presence among 
them and to speak of the future.  He told 
them of the coming of the Holy Spirit, of 
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Watering Our Roots 
UUCF PRESIDENT, REV. KATHLEEN C. ROLENZ 

    
"But s/he who receives the seed on stony places, this is s/he 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet 
s/he has not root in herself, but endures only for a 
while..."  Matthew 13: 1-9 
 
This summer I have been reluctantly pulling up oak tree 
seedlings.  Earlier in the spring my large pin oak trees about 
the house dropped a record number of acorns, which became 
embedded in my lawn.  Now, I am confronted with the task of 
either letting a forest grow in my front lawn or pulling them 

up by hand.  I've been meditating on this passage from Matthew as I pluck up these 
astonishing well-rooted seedlings, and wondering about the ways in which we prepare 
ourselves spiritually to receive God's word and the ways in which we nurture it to take 
root in us? 
 
As your new President of the Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship, I am delighted 
and honored to be chosen to serve you for the next two years.  I am in debt to my 
predecessor, the Reverend Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson for her fine and faithful leadership, 
as well as to Ron Robinson, our Executive Director, for his steady hand and non-anxious 
presence.  As I've prepared to wear this mantle, I've been dropping a lot of acorns on your 
fellow Board members--ideas that I"ve had about our institution that I hope to be help 
shape during my time as your president.  I'd like to see our institutional processes be more 
clear and efficient, so that when you write to us, or send us your renewal check, or request 
services, we can respond promptly to your needs.  I want our membership roster to reflect 
actual members and I'd like to know who you are "out there."  I am excited about our new 
website and logo/design because I think it puts a fresh face on a tradition that is critical to 
the health and vitality of Unitarian Universalism.  I think Unitarian Universalism 
Christianity is entering a new era of our existence--one that is characterized by creating 
fresh soil to enhance our deep roots in this cherished tradition. 
 
At the same time, I've been troubled to hear the stories from some of you who continue to 
struggle in your own churches with maintaining a Christian identity.  Some of you have 
said that your efforts to create a UUCF group in your church was met with such resistance 
that you decided not to pursue it.  At least one of you is contemplating leaving Unitarian 
Universalism for another faith tradition.  Still others feel weary with trying to be renewed 
by the Word while standing on rocky ground.  While I know that this is not a new 
concern, I am interested in hearing not only your stories and struggles, but your ideas and 
suggestions about how to cultivate the kind of climate in your own UU congregations (if 
you are connected to one) that would foster your religious and spiritual development.  I'll 
reflect on your stories and responses in my next column.  Please write to me at 
kathleen.rolenz@gmail.com. 
 
There are many good things happening in our Fellowship that are quietly yet persistently 
taking root and flourishing in our very midst.  I encourage you to stay connected--stay in 
touch--contact either Executive Director Ron Robinson, me or any member of the Board 
to let us know how we're doing and how we can serve you better.  Remember to stay 
renewed and refreshed by the words of our teacher and mentor, Jesus.  Remember to 
nourish your relationship with God through spiritual practice and/or daily prayers. 
Remember to keep the Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship and its work in your 
thoughts and prayers as we strive together to strengthen, nurture and support its work. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to serve you.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Blessings, 
Kathleen C. Rolenz 

President, UUCF     
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persecution and difficulties, but of the 
ultimate and always love of the Daddy, 
Mother Creator God.  He gave them advice 
for the days to come and how they could 
build a community to hold the radical truth 
that he had brought to them by his very 
being. 
 
Jesus used the metaphor of a vineyard.  
The loving, intimate Creator – Father/
Mother/Eternal Holinesses , as a Farmer.  
He described himself as a vine, a vine 
which has been pruned along the way to 
fruitfulness; and he described his followers 
as branches of the vine – unable to survive 
if they did not stay connected to the vine – 
to that truth, that experience, that story that 
was his life and teaching. 
“Abide in me,” Jesus said.  “Remain in me.  
How will you continue and build on the 
truth of our relationship ?  The answer is to 
live in me.  Live in my truth, my story, my 
being.  As I live in God, you live in me, 
therefore, in God.  Abide in me.” 
 
The disciples may have looked confused.  
How does one live in Jesus?  Jesus 
elaborated – “As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you.  Remain in my love.”  
Remain in my love.   Further he tells them 
that they are no longer like servants to him, 
they are like friends, because he has told 
them everything he knows.  This man so 
filled with wisdom, so able to act with the 
power of healing and justice, has taught 
them everything he knows.  If they stay 
centered in that knowledge, in wisdom, 
they will be able to be fruitful as well.  
They will be able to change the world, 
transform reality, bring about a world of 
justice and peace.  In the long run, if they 
remain in his love.    He does still 
command these friends.  One 
commandment he gives them.  “Love one 
another”, he says.  “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another.” 
 
In my imagination I see this event of 
Jesus’ last supper.  Two thousand years 
later I think of a multitude of  suppers:  
first suppers, continuing suppers, last 
suppers.  I look at the world  filled with 
these gatherings of people, these shared 
meals in beloved community  still so filled 
with the love and the healing and the 
teaching and the forgiving that Jesus 
embodied – still filled with prophetic 
voices, remaining in the love of God, 
striving to abide in the love of God and to 
love one’s neighbor as oneself.  I think of 
communities throughout the world with 
courageous people, willing to lay down 
their lives in love, or sometimes even more 
difficult, to live their lives in love of one 
another. 
 
And I see, as well, we see – we see today 
other last suppers.  Some that are sad, but 
just - last times with those we love. But 
there are also some that simply should not 
be – unjust, wrong – modern crucifixions - 
the failure of the community, the human 
community and yes, the Christian 
community, to remain in a radical place of 
love.  We see unnecessary pain. Last 
suppers that should not be. 
 

On my recent retreat, as I remembered and 
prayed in the story – I kept seeing the very  
lovely presence of a young man named 
John, and the last supper that I had with 
him.  John died at the young age of 20 in 
the small City of Chester, Pennsylvania 
where I now live. 
 
A few years ago I was called to start an 
social outreach program for the Quaker 
Center, Pendle Hill in Pennsylvania.  It 
made sense that a program of study of 
Quaker history, thought, and spirituality 
would want to embody its faith and study 
in action, and so the director wanted to 
start a program in nearby Chester, a post 
industrial city, which had become 
devastatingly poor.  When the large 
shipyard closed in the 1960s 20,000 jobs 
were lost, and other business fell.  When 
those jobs fled the city the drugs and guns 
came in to take their place. 
 
Along with Chester partners and staff we 
started a program for youth on probation – 
of which there was an endless stream and 
little programming.  (where resources are 
scarce there is an emphasis on saving the 
“good” kids first!) 

Our program happened during the 
afternoon and early evening hours and 
included having a meal together.  We were 
challenged by many of these beautiful 
young people, and especially by two 
brothers, John and Marcus.  Their story 
was particularly sad in that they had 
witnessed the violent death of their father.  
John at age 12, in fact, had seen him shot 
and had tried to save him, putting him in 
the car and driving him home – where 
Marcus also then witnessed his death. 
 
John was among our best poets, articulate 
and brave about sharing feelings. Marcus 
was younger, then and full of life, but 
always a cut-up and in some kind of 
trouble. 
On that last supper with John I could see 
that he was high.  The staff person covered 
for him, but it was clear to me.  John 
mumbled some grouchy words and it was 
clear that this precious soul – this person 
that mattered – this beloved of God has 
chosen the street.  We pursued him, but the 
street won.  When he was shot, in the back 
walking away from trouble, I’m told that 
he lay down and died, almost in relief.  
Like the disciples gathered with Jesus, 
John was loved and deserved a better life.  
Like all of those precious beings with 

Jesus at his last supper, John was intended, 
loved, and mattered to God.  He deserved a 
life, a community, that we are called to 
create.  We.  We, abiding in God’s love; 
the embodiment of the word, holy wisdom.  
We are called to create. 
 
  We are told to remain in Jesus love.  To 
live there .  And to do that we will 
participate in many suppers; there will be 
joyful meals that strengthen us and inspire 
us and bring laughter among us.  There 
will be suppers of partings – natural 
leavings, sad but natural goodbyes.  And 
there will be last suppers that should not 
be.  Just as violence and injustice followed 
Jesus’ last supper – so it continues to fill 
our world.  How do we bear it?  “Remain 
in my love,” Jesus said.  “Abide in my 
love.” 
 
Jesus must have wondered – did he teach 
us enough?  Did we get it?  To love one 
another?  On the smallest level to the 
greatest.  Love one another. Here at the 
Christian fellowship – love one another.  
In our cities, in our communities, in our 
world – love one another.  In whatever 
large or small way we are called – love one 
another.  Abide in God’s love – in Jesus’ 
love, in the love of the Father/Mother, the 
Creator, the Holy Mystery of God. 
 
On that day two thousand years ago Jesus 
was there with his disciples – in our 
imaginations we too can transcend the 
boundaries of time and space – we too can 
be there with Jesus as the Spirit is here 
with us now.  He calls us friends.  He tells 
us that we are the body now.  We em-body 
that divine truth that he has taught us.  We 
are the spirit of divine wisdom.  Little us.  
Like the disciples then – filled with fear 
and awe, love and joy, doubt and 
confidence.  Fully human – friends of 
Jesus – sent out to love John and Marcus 
and the others who need our love.  Sent 
out, day by day, in small ways and large, 
to change lives, to change the world.  And 
it is all for joy. 
 
For as we read on in the story, as we 
remember the events of this gospel story 
we are called to remember that ultimately 
this is not about death and despair, but 
about love and resurrection.  If we 
remember.  Among the lessons that he 
gives in that last supper Jesus tells us that 
it is for joy that he has called us – so that 
our joy may be complete. 
 
“Here is my body he said, given for you.  
Take it and re-member me.  You now 
become the body. And abide in my love.” 
 
I had retired and had not seen the brothers 
for a year or so when I attended John’s 
wake.  Marcus came up to me and my 
friend and hugged us warmly, wrapping 
big man arms around us.  Now he was the 
man of the family - hosting people at the 
wake, caring for his mother. 
 
Oh, God help us …help us to remain in 
your love.   Amen 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Revival 2009  
Keynote Speaker: The Reverend Bishop Carlton Pearson 

I earnestly stand for 
the right of private 
interpretation, judg-
ment and guidance of 
God in an illuminated 
conscience; yet, at 
the same time, I de-
sire to apprehend 
with all the saints, 
what is the breadth 
and length and the 

depth and height, and to know the love of 
Christ which passes all knowledge, the 
truest and most accurate perception. 
-The Gospel of Inclusion,  
Bishop Carlton Pearson 
 

Bishop Pearson’s dynamic story of conver-
sion to universalism has sent shock waves 
through mega-churches and brought the 
healing message of universalist faith to 
many new people. Bishop Carlton Pearson 
of New Dimensions Worship Center, one 
of the nation's most dynamic preachers as 
the keynoter, telling his compelling story 
of his theological and spiritual journey 
from mega-church fundamentalist pastor to 
a universalist preacher of God's good news 
for all, the gospel of inclusion, and its con-
troversies around the country that garnered 
news coverage on NPR and many other 
national mediums. Author of the book The 
Gospel of Inclusion, he is now a United 
Church of Christ minister.  

 A compelling, charismatic preacher, 
both hailed and criticized nationally for 
embracing the concept of universal salva-
tion, Bishop Pearson candidly tells of his 
revelations, his journey to a freer faith, and 
what it cost him in fundamentalist circles 
in Tulsa. His long-awaited book “The Gos-
pel of Inclusion” is now available. 

Our Revival 2009 Website is up and will 
be updated at www.uuchristian.org/revival; 
you can also view and download the new 
Revival brochure from the website. You 
may register now for the event through the 
mail or starting in Jan. 1, 2009 you may do 
so online. Check back to the website as it 
will be updated with the latest news and 
developments as the events are planned. 

1:00 p.m. Registration 

2:00 p.m. Centering Prayer Workshop led by Rev. Felicia Urbanski, UUCF Board Member 

4:00 p.m. Options: Social time, browsing, shopping, "Jesus in Film" clips in All Souls Cinema Room 

5:00 p.m. Dinner on your own (nearby restaurant info provided). 

6:00 p.m. Option: Tour of All Souls & Revival Orientation 

7:00 p.m. 
Opening Worship led by Rev. Gerald Davis, minister of the multi-ethnic, multi-racial Church of the Res-
toration in Tulsa, and the other ministers of the Tulsa UU churches. 

8:00 p.m. Social Time 

Tentative Schedule 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 

8:00 a.m. Registration and Browsing 

9:00 a.m. Taize Worship 

10:00 a.m. Break 

10:30 a.m. Small Groups Meeting: Personal Journeys of Faith 

11:30 a.m. Luncheon Celebration 

1:00 p.m. Programs: Bible, Films, Theology, History, Spiritual Practice, Health Church Dynamics and more. 

3:00 p.m. 
Options: Free Time, Visit UUCF Archives in the UUCF Office in Turley, just 8 miles north of All Souls 
church, Service Project at A Third Place and The Living Room church in Turley.  

5:30 p.m. Dinner, Hymn sing and Program at All Souls 

7:00 p.m. 
Prayer and Healing Service led by Rev. Jonalu Johnstone, program minister, First Unitarian Church, 
Oklahoma City 

8:00 p.m. Social Time 

Friday, March 27, 2009 



5 

Saturday, March 28, 2009 
Outreach Day. Once Day registrations available for events this day  

8:00 a.m. Registration for One-Day Only 

8:30 a.m. 
Small Groups Meeting: "Christianity & the UUA - Dreaming Future Jouneys" and UU Christianity 
101 

10:00 a.m. Keynote Worship - "Experiencing Inclusion" led by Bishop Carlton Pearson 

12:00 p.m. Luncheon Celebration for Early Registrants 

1:30 p.m. 
Panel: "Emergent Christianity - Ancient Shapes in Our Future" moderated by Rev. Susan Smith, dis-
trict executive of the Southwest UU Conference, along with the Rev. Thom Belote, minister of 
Shawnee Mission UU Church near Kansas City, and others. 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:30 p.m. Programs: Bible, Films, Theology, History, Spiritual Practice, Health Church Dynamics and more. 

5:00 p.m. 
Communion Service led by Rev. Lillie Mae Henley, minister, Universalist National Memorial Church, 
Washington, D.C. 

6:00 p.m. Small Groups: "Ecumenical Journeys - Unitarian and Universalist Christianity Beyond the UUA" 

7:00 p.m. Dinners Out and/or Free Time 

Sunday, March 29, 2009 

9:00 a.m. Closing Circle 

  Sunday Worship Services: 

10:00 a.m. All Souls 

11:30 a.m. All Souls 

11:00 a.m. Church of the Restoration / The Living Room Church 

11:00 a.m. Hope Unitarian Church 

Plan now. Write to the UUCF office or email us for copies of the printed brochure. We will take reservations through printed 
postal mail the rest of this year and then online registration will be available beginning in January. Send an email to get on the 
pre-revival email list for updates. 

Retreat on "Seeing and Imagining Jesus" Retreat on "Seeing and Imagining Jesus" Retreat on "Seeing and Imagining Jesus" Retreat on "Seeing and Imagining Jesus"     
Carl Scovel will lead a retreat on the weekend of November 14 -16 at Glastonbury Abbey in 
Hingham MA.  The cost for room and board is $120.   
 
In the first two sections retreatants will view and discuss various paintings and sculptures of Jesus 
through Christian history, and reflect on the theology which they represent. In the next two sessions 
retreatants will report and reflect on how Jesus has appeared to them, using some of the exercises 
of the late Anthony SJ, and what faith stance those visualizations might represent. We will worship 
by ourselves and with the brothers of the abbey. The retreat ends with a eucharist and sharing of 
ikons, paintings, etc. of Jesus.  One may register for the retreat by sending a check for $120 made 
out to Carl Scovel at 36 Hampstead Road, Jamaica Plain MA 02130. These may be refunded up to 
within a week of the retreat. Those with questions may reach Carl at carlscovel@comcast.net or at 
617-522-3681.  
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Here are highlights of the Annual Report 
given by Executive Director Rev. Ron 
Robinson to the UUCF membership at the 
Annual Meeting in Florida. The full report 
will be available on the website. 

  

During this past year, much work has 

been spent on creating the new website. 
This is something that has been taking 
shape ever since I began as Executive 
Director in 2003, but the new site exceeds 
my own original hopes, and it is just the 
beginning for what the site will do...We 
also transitioned to a new editor of the 
Good News Erika Webb and we are now 
going to offer people the chance to 
receive online version in their email and 
save us printing and mailing expense 
(older issues than the current one are also 
up on the website), but we need 
contributing editors to make the 
publication better...We published a 

Journal during this past year, one of 

special essays, prize essays, and 

reviews. The special issue on 
contemporary liturgy that was started did 
not come together as not enough good and 
original copy was turned in, but the idea 
for such a special Journal is still with us 
(we also went with a new printer which 
saved some $1,000 in 
expenses)... Revival in Cleveland was 

our best attended overall as we drew 
many local folks to hear biblical scholar 
John Dominic Crossan lecturing on the 
Apostle Paul, and we developed a Revival 
DVD for sale. Also during the year plans 
were made for Revival 2009 in Tulsa for 
March 26-29. For the first time ever, 
without grant support, the Revival ended 
up making a financial contribution to our 
overall UUCF coffers...We hired a new 
and skilled Administrator Lisa Franklin 
who is helping with the bigger 
administrative load especially due to the 
website results of sales and memberships 
and requests for information. (You can 
reach her at UUCFOffice@aol.com) ... 
During the past year the Board also 
discussed a renewed look at our 
organizational structure and the size of the 
Board and recommended to the 
membership a year of operating under a 

different Board, with fewer members, 
while working toward new bylaw changes 
to recommend to the Annual Meeting next 
June...The Membership Focus and team 

work was intensified after Revival and 
through the holidays and into the new 
year as a team of 
members contacted people who hadn't 
been renewing memberships with the 
UUCF. The result was an increase in 
renewals coming in (we also moved to 
mailing out every two month renewals 
again after having gone to quarterly 
mailed renewals) which helped us with a 
big cash flow deficit last fall. It also 
resulted in plans for a comprehensive set 
of surveys and interviews not only with 
current and past members but also with 
target demographic groups to help us in 
our efforts to expand our outreach to new 
members and better serve them. We need 
an updated look at who we are and what 
our current members value about us as we 
also move forward toward 
reaching others. This was also a combined 
effort that was aided by the work of 
Messaging portfolio and Board Member 
Tom Schade during this past year as we 
began to look more deeply, and more 
theologically, at growth issues....This 
was the year after the UUA Board ended 
its relationship with us as an Independent 
Affliliate organization and the Board 
continued its discussion, as it had in the 
years leading up to the action, and 
approved a letter of regret sent to the 
UUA Board, and at the same time the 
UUCF dedicated itself to increasing its 
presence at GA and in the UUA as a 
whole. The Board didn't close out any 
future options for re-applying or working 
with others, but decided to take a non-
anxious presence approach and see how 
the action actually affected the 
UUCF....During the year, the planning 

for the recently finished General 

Assembly went on to make it our 

biggest presence ever, from the featured 
lecturer Father John Dear to the biggest 
and most interactive booth with a new 
banner, showing of progressive Christian 
DVD programs and our Revival DVD, 
and a full day of events held at a hotel 
meeting room near the convention 
center...During the year 
I made liaison  presentations on UUCF at 
the Council of Christian Churches within 
the UUA Convocation in Boston, and also 

at the first national gathering of the 
Christian Universalist Association. During 
the past year I also guest preached on the 
UUCF in St. Louis, Shreveport, 
Beaumont, TX, and at the Southwest UU 
Summer Institute....As part of the website 
work, we began to get a better handle on 
how small group ministry related to us is 
taking shape in multiple ways, and in 
offering to people a growing number of 
places where they can connect with others 
through us. 
 

To better serve our mission of 

witnessing to the world as free followers 

of Jesus and to the transforming power 

of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we need 

to: 

 

• Continue investing in the 
webministry  

• Continue in undertaking a study and 
analysis of our members and our 
potential members 

• Continue in restructuring 
organizational leadership to enable 
more organic teamwork ministry, to 
promote more active leadership, and 
developing the roles of staff and 
Board leadership and non-
board leadership  

• Continue in establishing a Financial 
Vision team to create campaigns, 
build relationships, apply for grants, 
encourage bequeaths, and increase in 
amount and number our income 
streams 

• Continue toinvest in creating and 

resourcing and promoting small 
groups as the long term future of how 
the UUCF will be known in the 
world. 

 
It continues to be a privilege to serve God 
with you in the spirit of Christ, and to 
continue growing the seeds planted by so 
many others in the 63 years of the UUCF 
and by so many in Unitarian and 
Universalist associations before then. I 
ask again for your prayers for our work 
together, prayers for my family, for The 
Living Room Church and A Third Place 
Community Center ministry in Turley, 
OK, and for me, that together, amidst our 
many failings and blessed fallibilities, we 
become "a body of people making Jesus 
visible in the world." 

Annual Report Given at Annual Meeting  
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The following leaders--Board members and coordinators--were approved at the June Annual Meeting. 
 

Executive Team: 
The Rev. Kathleen Rolenz, President, kathleen.rolenz@gmail.com 
The Rev. Kelly Murphy-Mason, Vice President, uuminkmm@gmail.com 
The Rev. Felicia Urbanski, Secretary, felicia.urbanski@rogers.com 
Ms. Peg Bartel, Treasurer, mbartel@bartelassociates.com 
 

At Large Members 
The Rev. Anita Farber-Robertson, anitafr@comcast.net 
Mr. Gil Guerrero, gilster@mac.com  
  

Continuing Board Members: 
The Rev. Adam Tierney-Eliot, webministry, revat@comcast.net 
Mr. Dean Drake, Revival, deanadrake@hotmail.com 
The Rev. Gail Tapscott, General Assembly, revgailtapscott@aol.com 
Mr. Lewis Walker, Leadership Development, flwalker111@earthlink.net 

 

Non-Board Portfolio Chairs: 
The Rev. Roger Butts, Clergy and Seminarians, revrogerb@msn.com  
Mr. James Hamilton, Small Groups, jacobus1@sbcglobal.net 
Dr. Erika Webb, Good News editor, erikanollwebb@comcast.net 
Ms. Kristin Grassel, Membership, kgrassel@cedarlane.org 
The Rev. Tom Wintle, UU Christian Journal, tomwintle@firstparishweston.org 

Flying Below the Radar by Robert Jordan Ross  
"If you were accused of being a      

Christian," wrote some wag years ago, 
"would there be enough evidence to 
convict you?"  In the world of Unitarian 
Universalist people and churches, 
freedom to think and speak your true 
faith is a prime stated value. But many 
Christians among us think that to speak 
freely of God and Jesus is to invite a 
verbal drubbing.  Some congregations 
appear to be more toxic to Christian 

expression than others. 

 

Like Peter and his fellow apostles, we 
sometimes act as if discretion were the 
better part of valor, and deny we ever 
knew this upstart Jew called Jesus!  We 
are a respectable minority amongst 
other Unitarian Universalists.  9% of us 
are said to be UU Christians.  But in 
some places, it seems like 0%.  It's as if 
in some churches the Christians among 
us have chosen to live in metaphorical 
catacombs.  Like the Christians of early 
Rome, they fear being identified by 
others as members of a treasonous 

group. 

 
At the recently held UU General 
Assembly (23-27 June, A.D. 2008) in 

Ft. Lauderdale Florida, we queried  

 

random passers-by with a one question 

survey:  

 

"Do you personally know at least one 

individual in your church who is a 

UU Christian?"   

• Sixty-five people gave us replies.   

• Twenty-seven people answered 

"Yes."   

• Thirty-eight people said they did 
not know of even one person in 
their church who was a Christian.   

• Almost amusingly,  more than ten 
percent of our respondents were 
certain, quite certain, that their 
were Christians in their church, but 

couldn't identify even one by name.  

 
The survey is useful with regards to 
UUA member congregations overall.  It 
encompassed 2% of our 
registrants.  Breaking it down by states 
is asking  too much of it.  But an 
interesting hint can be seen.  Some 
historically non-Christian UU states had 
more yes than no respondents (Texas, 
Oklahoma, Washington), while some 
traditionally Christian friendly states 
(Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York) had more no than yes 
respondents. 

 
Why?  Perhaps because, as one person 
said "Having a group makes a 
difference."  A UU Christian who thinks 
s/he is alone in a church may be very 
reluctant to be known to be a UU 
Christian.  But where a small group, 
perhaps 4 or 5 people, meet weekly, 
fortnightly, even monthly, this can be a 
great encouragement and support for 
others.   
 
Kim is a member of River of Grass 
church in Ft. Lauderdale and has been 
leading such a group in Bible study and 
discussion for several years. People 
have come in through his church, and 
some have come to the Christian group 
and then to the UU church.  Having a 
meal together occasionally is also part 
of their casual pattern.  
 
 Ask to have a room assigned for your 
group on a regular basis.  Have it listed 
in your newsletter and bulletin.  Keep it 
low maintenance: coffee, tea, music, 
etc. aren't needed in most cases.  Try to 
meet at least fortnightly.  And you may 
find that more closet Christians find you 
flying high on the church's radar and 

come out to join you!  
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OR Renew Your  

Membership 
Unitarian Universalist  

Christian Fellowship 
 

I will empower the work of the UUCF 
 

Name ____________________________ 
 
Street ____________________________ 
 
City _____________________________ 
 
State _____________________________ 
 
ZIP ______________________________ 
 
Country __________________________ 
 
Email Address _____________________ 
 
Please mail this form to Rev. Ron Robinson,  
P.O. Box 6702  Turley, OK  74156-0702 

 

� MONTHLY AMOUNT__________ 

� Patron Member $200 

� Contributing Member $100 

� Sustaining Member $65 

� Family Membership $55 

� Individual Membership $50 
� Student Membership $15 

� NEW MEMBER! 

� Renewing Member —thank you! 

Are You Already a Member of the UUCF?  Great!  Now is 
the time to renew your membership.  Each and every year, the 
leadership team of the UUCF reviews the membership rolls 
and hopes that you will decide that the UUCF is important 
enough in your life to renew your membership.  Are you not 

yet a member?  Join today! 
 

Why is it important to sustain the UUCF through your 

membership?  The UUCF is a self-supporting and self-
sustaining institution.  The first and most important reason to 
stay connected to the UUCF is because we represent a liberal 
religious Christian presence in the Unitarian Universalist 
Association.  We  believe that Unitarian Universalism is 
broadened and deepened by our active presence and our 
faithful witness.  We represent one of the few organizations in 
the UUA that can claim an authentic theological position, and 
the only one that can claim a historical tradition that dates back 
to the beginning of our movement.  We bring to one another 
spiritual support, meaningful worship, intellectual 
engagement, and serve as a powerful witness for liberal 
Christianity within our tradition as Unitarian Universalists. 
 

 With the removal of affiliate status in the UUA, our expenses 
will be higher and our ability to have a presence at General 
Assembly, more expensive.  We need your support.  Please 
make a monthly pledge to the UUCF today. 

—Rev. Kathleen Rolenz, President 

Receiving The Good News via Email! 
Are you interested in getting this newsletter via email?  Check here 
and we’ll put you on our email subscription list!  
Check here___Your email address:___________________________ 


